Muhtaram Ulama,
As-salāmu ‘alaykum wa-rahmatullāhi wa-barakātuh,
What type of mistake in qirā῾ah in salāh invalidates the salāh? Attached is a simple guideline
prepared by Mawlana Faraz ibn Adam, a student of the Darul Iftaa from UK. The guideline
will be useful for the Imams of the masājid.

(Mufti) Ebrahim Desai
Guidelines for mistakes in Qirā’ah in salāh
Errors in recitation can take place in 5 different areas[1]:
1) ‘i῾rāb and harakāt (Diacritics)
2) Hurūf (Letters)
3) Kalimāt (Words)
4) Jumal wal-āyāt (Sentences)
5) Wuqūf (Pauses)

1) Errors in ‘I῾rāb and harakāt (Diacritics)

This refers to changing a dhammah for a kasrah, or a fathah for a dhammah etc. Also
included here is the reducing of a mushaddad to one letter or stretching a letter more
than it should.
According to the earlier scholars, any mistake which results in such a meaning
which can nullify one’s faith will invalidate the salāh.
According to the later scholars like Muhammad ibn Muqātil, Muhammad ibn Salām,
Ismā῾īl al-zāhid, Abu bakr ibn Sa῾īd al-Balkhī, al-Hindwānī, ibn al-Fadhl and alHalwānī rahimahumullah, if a person errs in the ‘i῾rāb and the harakāt then it will not
invalidate the salāh at all. This view is the preferred opinion.[2]
If a person intentionally recites in such a manner which gives an indecent meaning,
then his salāh will be void. His recitation can lead to disbelief (kufr).[3]
2) Errors in hurūf (letters)

Mistakes in letters can take place by:
•

changing a letter

•

adding a letter

•

omitting a letter

•

joining letters

•

disorder in the letters.[4]

Changing letters:
By the changing one letter to another, it will not invalidate the salāh as long as the meaning is
not changed to an unreasonable meaning. For example, if somebody recites

ِِ
instead of ﲔ
َ اﻟْﻤﺴﻠﻤ

ن اﻟْ ُﻤ ْﺴﻠِ ُﻤﻮ َن إ

ْ ُ ن  إthen one’s salāh will still be intact. Likewise, if somebody recited
ﺖ
ْ  اﻧْـ َﻔ َﺠَﺮor ﺎب
ْ  اﻧْـ َﻔَﺮ َﺟin the place of ت
ٌ َ إﻳin the place of اب
ٌ وَأ, then even in this scenario the
salāh will be valid.[5]

If the letter recited by mistake sounds close to the original letter and it is difficult to
distinguish between the two, then such an error will not invalidate the salāh. For

( )صor thā’ (ﺎء )اﻟﻈin the
ِ  )اﻟﻀor ţā’ ( ِﺎء )اﻟﻄin the place of tā’ (ﺎء )اﻟﺘthen all such errors will
place of dhād (ﺎد
not invalidate the salāh, as long as a corrupt meaning is not portrayed.
example if somebody utters sīn ( )سin the place of sād

If the letter is changed into such a letter which does not have a resemblance to the
first and it can be easily distinguished from the first, then this will invalidate the

ِ
ِ ﺎﳊ
ِ ِ  اﻟ, then
salāh. For example, if one recites the word ﺎت
َ  اﻟﻄin the place of ﺼﺎﳊَﺎت
one’s salāh will be deemed invalid, as the meaning has changed dramatically. [6]
Adding letters:

If a letter is added to a word, it will not invalidate the salāh as long as the meaning
has not become unreasonable. For example, if somebody recites ﻜ ِﺮ
َ اﻟْ ُﻤْﻨ

َواﻧْـ َﻬﻰ ﻋﻦ

instead of ﻜ ِﺮ
َ  َواﻧْﻪَ ﻋﻦ اﻟْ ُﻤْﻨthen this will not invalidate the salāh as the meaning has not
become unreasonable and unbearable.[7]
Omitting letters:
If a letter is omitted but it does not change the meaning, then the salāh will be

ِ َـﻨ وﻟََﻘ ْﺪ ﺟﺎءﻫﻢ رﺳﻠُﻨَﺎ ﺑِﺎﻟْﺒـﻴin the place of
valid. For example, if somebody recited ﺎت
َ ُ ُ ْ َُ َ َ

َوﻟََﻘ ْﺪ

ِ َـﻨ ﺟﺎءﺗﻬﻢ رﺳﻠُﻨَﺎ ﺑِﺎﻟْﺒـﻴthen the salāh will still be intact. However, if somebody recited
ﺎت
َ ُُ ُْ َ
 ﻓﻤﺎ ﳍﻢ ﻳـُ ْﺆِﻣﻨُﻮ َنin the place of  ﻓﻤﺎ ﳍﻢ ﻻ ﻳـُ ْﺆِﻣﻨُﻮ َنthen due to the corruption in the
meaning, the salāh will become invalid.[8]

Joining letters:
The joining of the letters from two separate words will not nullify the salāh. If the
kāf is joined to the nūn in
the salāh.[9]

ﺎك ﻧَـ ْﻌﺒُ ُﺪ
َ إﻳ

for example

ﺎ َﻛﻨَـ ْﻌﺒُﺪإﻳ

then this will not nullify

Disorder in letters:
Disorder in the letters which give a different meaning altogether from the original word in the
Qur῾ān and this word is not found in the Qur῾ān, then according to all the scholars the salāh
will be void. For example, if

 ﻗﻮﺳﺮةwas read in the place of  ﻗﺴﻮرةor  ﻋﻔﺺin the place of

 ﻋﺼﻒthen the salāh will become invalid.[10]
To sum up, a mistake made in the letter of a word which alters the meaning to a corrupt
meaning will invalidate the salāh.
3) Errors in words[11]
If the different word recited is identical to the original word in connotation and it is found in
the Qur῾ān, then according to all the scholars the salāh will be valid. An example of this is to
recite

 ﻃﻌﺎم اﻟﻔﺎﺟﺮin the place of ﻃﻌﺎم اﻷﺛﻴﻢ. [12]

If the mistakenly recited word is similar to the original word in meaning and the word recited

ِ اﳊ
is somewhere else in the Qurān then also the salāh will remain intact. For example, if ﻜﻴﻢ
ْ
َ َ
was recited in the place of  اﻟْ َﻌﻠِﻴ ِﻢor  اﻟﺴﻤﻴﻊin the place of  اﻟﺒﺼﲑor  ﺧﺒﲑاin the place of ﺑﺼﲑا
then in all cases the salāh will remain valid.[13]

If the mistakenly recited word is similar to the original word in meaning but the word recited
has not come in the Qur῾ān, then according to Imam Abū Hanīfah and Imam Muhammad
rahimahumallah the salāh will still be valid. According to Imam Abū Yūsuf the salāh will be
invalid. The preferred opinion is that of Imam Abū Hanīfah rahimahullah. For example, if
one recites  ﲡﺤﺪانin the place of

ِ  ﺗُ َﻜ ّﺬﺑor ﻻ ﺷﻚ ﻓﻴﻪ
ﺎن
َ

ِ ِﻓ
in the place of ﻴﻪ

ﺐ
َ ْﻻَ َرﻳ.[14]

If a word is added to the text of the Qur῾ān and the added word is found in the Qur῾ān but the
addition has changed the meaning then this will invalidate the salāh. For example, if
somebody recited

ِ
ِ
ِ ِ
ﻳ ُﻘﻮ َنﺼﺪ
 ﻚ ُﻫ ْﻢ اﻟ
َ ِ ِﻪ َوُر ُﺳﻠ ِﻪ أُوﻟَﺌﻳﻦ َآﻣﻨُﻮا َوَﻛ َﻔ ُﺮوا ﺑِﺎَﻟﻠ
َ  َواَﻟﺬwhere he added the words ﻪوَﻛ َﻔ ُﺮوا ﺑﺎَﻟﻠ,
َ

then such a mistake will invalidate the salāh due to corrupting the meaning.

Likewise, if a word was added to the text of the Qur῾ān but the added word is not found in the
Qur῾ān then this will also invalidate the salāh. For example, if somebody recites

ﳕَﺎ ﳕُْﻠِﻲ ﳍﻢإ

 ﻟِﻴَـ ْﺰَد ُادوا ْإﲦًﺎ َوإِ ْﺟ َﻤ ًﺎﻻwhere he added the word  َوإِ ْﲨَ ًﺎﻻthen this will invalidate the salāh.

If the additional word does not change the meaning and it is found in the Qur῾ān then this will

ِﺑ
not invalidate the salāh. For example, the recitation of ﺼﻴﺮا
َ
ً

invalidate the salāh.

ﻪَ ﻛﺎن ﺑِﻌِﺒَ ِﺎدﻩِ َﺧﺒِ ًﲑان اﻟﻠ  إwill not

If the additional word does not change the meaning and the word is also not found in the
Qur῾ān, then the salāh will still not be invalidated. For example if somebody added the word

ِ
ﺎح
ٌ ﻔ ﻓَﺎﻛ َﻬﺔٌ َوَﳔْ ٌﻞ َوﺗُـ.[15]
ٌ  َوﺗُـﻔin the following āyah ﻣﺎ ٌنﺎح َوُر

A repeated word that does not change the meaning will not invalidate the salāh. However, if
a repeated word alters the meaning to a corrupt meaning then the salāh will be void. For
example, the recitation of
salāh.[16]

ِ ِِ ِِ
ِ بر
ﲔ
َ ب اﻟْ َﻌﺎﻟَﻤ
َ   َرor ﻳ ِﻦ َﻣﺎﻟﻚ َﻣﺎﻟﻚ ﻳَـ ْﻮم اﻟﺪwill invalidate the

Words which are recited in the incorrect order will only invalidate the salāh if the meaning is
corrupted. If somebody recited ﻖ و َزﻓِﻴﺮ
ٌ ٌ◌ َ◌ َﺷ ِﻬﻴ
the meaning has not altered.

 ﳍﻢ ﻓﻴﻬﺎthen the salāh will remain valid as
ِ ٍ ن ْاﻷَﺑْـﺮار ﻟَِﻔﻲ َﺟ ِﺤ إ
However, if somebody recites ﺠﺎر
َ  ن اﻟْ ُﻔ ﻴﻢ َوإ
ََ

ٍ  ﻟَِﻔﻲ ﻧَ ِﻌthen the salāh will become invalid as an incorrect meaning totally opposing reality
ﻴﻢ
has been portrayed by the words.[17]
4) Errors in sentences

Verses which are recited from different chapters one after another with pauses in between will
not nullify the salāh. The recitation of sentences of the Qur’ān in the following order with a
pause in between each verse will not invalidate the salāh:

ِ   ِﺬﻳﻦ آﻣﻨﻮا وﻋ ِﻤﻠُﻮا اﻟن اﻟ ِ إ..... ن ْاﻷَﺑـﺮار ﻟَِﻔﻲ ﻧَﻌِﻴ ٍﻢ ِإ......واﻟْﻌﺼ ِﺮ
ِ ﺎﳊ
ِﺔﺮ اﻟَِْﱪﻳﻚ ُﻫ ْﻢ َﺷ
َ ِ أُوﻟَﺌ......ﺎت
َ َ َُ َ
َْ َ
َ ﺼ
َ َْ
Even though the latter verse is at odds with the former, as there is a pause in between, the
salāh will not be nullified.[18]
If the person who recites verses disorderly does not pause between each verse, then the salāh
will only be invalid if the meanings of the two verses oppose each other. For example, if
somebody recited

ِ   ِﺬﻳﻦ آﻣﻨﻮا وﻋ ِﻤﻠُﻮا اﻟن اﻟ  إinstead of ﺎت اﻟْ ِﻔﺮدو ِس ﻧـُﺰًﻻﻛﺎﻧﺖ ﳍﻢ ﺟﻨ
ِ ﺎﳊ
اﳊُ ْﺴ َﲎ
ْ ًﺎت ﻓَـﻠَ ُﻬ ْﻢ َﺟَﺰاء
َ َ َُ َ
ُ َْْ ُ َ
َ ﺼ

then this will not render the salāh invalid as the meaning has not been altered
dramatically. However, if one recited

ِ   ِﺬﻳﻦ آﻣﻨﻮا وﻋ ِﻤﻠُﻮا اﻟن اﻟ  إthen his salāh will become void.[19]
ِ ﺎﳊ
ِﺔﺮ اﻟَِْﱪﻳﻚ ُﻫ ْﻢ َﺷ
َ ِﺎت أُوﻟَﺌ
َ َ َُ َ
َ ﺼ
5) Errors in pausing
If one pauses in a place where there is no pause or commences recitation from a place where
recitation is not started from, then as long as the meaning does not change, the salāh will be
valid. For example, if somebody recites
and carries on reciting

ِ   ِﺬﻳﻦ آﻣﻨﻮا وﻋ ِﻤﻠُﻮا اﻟن اﻟ  إand then he pauses
ِ ﺎﳊ
ﺎت
َ َ َُ َ
َ ﺼ

ِﺔﻚ ُﻫ ْﻢ َﺧْﻴـ ُﺮ اﻟَِْﱪﻳ
َ ِأُوﻟَﺌ, then his salāh will not be invalid as the meaning has not been altered.
If somebody does not pause in a place where one should pause, for example after

ِ َﺻﺤ
ﺎب
َْأ

ِ  ِﺬ اﻟthen although this will not invalidate the salāh it will
ﺎ ِر اﻟﻨhe joins it with ش
َ ﻳﻦ َْﳛﻤﻠُﻮ َن اﻟْ َﻌ ْﺮ
َ
be disliked to do this.

If the meaning is changed due to pausing incorrectly, then the salāh will still not become
invalid. For example, if someone recited
and then recited ﻫﻮ

َﻪُ َﻻ إﻟَﻪﻪُ أَﻧ َﺷ ِﻬ َﺪ اﻟﻠafter which he paused for a while

 then the salāh will not be invalidated, even though the meaning is
إﻻ,

incorrect.[20]

In conclusion, errors in the harakāt (diacritics) will not render the salāh invalid no
matter how severe the mistake. A mistake made in the letter of a word which alters
the meaning to a corrupt meaning will invalidate the salāh. Faults in the recitation
of the word will invalidate the salāh when the meaning of the word is totally
different and the word is not found in the Qur῾ān. Similarly, the addition of a
word-whether it is found in the Qur῾ān or not- will invalidate the salāh if the
proposed meaning is inappropriate. Repetition and disarray of words will only
nullify the salāh if the meaning portrayed is incorrect. Verses recited disorderly
without pauses in between will invalidate the salāh when two verses are at odds with
each other. Besides these errors, all other others will be overlooked and the salāh
will be deemed as valid.
Nevertheless, if a recitation was made in such a way that it had the potential to
invalidate the prayer, however the error was immediately corrected, then the salāh
will remain valid.[21]
And Allah Ta’āla Knows Best
Mawlana Faraz Ibn Adam,
Student Darul Iftaa
UK
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